H.R. 10O will lessen economic and legal
burdens on military personnel

By Rah Simmons
Connecticut Congressman,
2md District

Dear Friends:

| was pleased when President
Bush signed H.R. 100, the "Service
Members Civil Relief Act of 2003,
into law last December. I was an
original co-spomsor of the legisla-
tion that will heelp lessen the eco-
nomic and legal burdens on mili-
tary personnel <alled to active duty
status in Opera tion [raqi Freedom.
H.R. 100 provides temporary finan-
cial and avil relief to the men and
women who sexve an the front lines
of terrorism. Being deployed aften
means an individual will take a pay
cut. This impacts the service merm-
ber’s family. H.R. 100 will ease the
stress endured by these patriotic
families.

The legisiation provides service
members with an automatic 90-day
stay in civil pro ceedings. If an addi-
tional stay is later requested but
denied, the court will be required to
appoinl a counsel to protect the
service member”s rights while he or
she remains on active duty.

A number of ather important provi-
sions are in H.R_ T00. It will

¢ Expand current law that pro-
tects service members and their
families from eviction from housing
while on active duty due to noppay-
ment of rents that are $1,200 per
month ar less. This pratection
would be significantly updated to
meet today’s higher cost of living
{cavering housing leases up to
12,400 per month) and then adjust-
ed annually to account for infiation.

* Provide a service member who
receives permanent change of sta-
tion orders, or who is deployed to a
new location for 90 days or mare,
the rght to terminate a housing
lease.

* Update life insurance protec-
tions provided to activated Guard
and reserve members by increasing
from £10,000 to $250,000 the maxi-
mum pelicy coverage that the feder-
al government will protect from
default for nonpayment while on
active duty.

* Protect service members from
a form of double taxation that can
occur when they have a spouse who
works and is taxed in a state other
than the state in which they main-
tain their permagent legal resi.
dence. HR. 100 will prevent states
from using the income earned by a
service member in determining the

spouse’s tax rate when they do aot
maintain their permaneat legal resi-
dence in that state.

Military families make sacrifices
as do the men and women on active
duty. This legislation will ease some
af the pressure that is felt all around
in their family member’s ahsence,

Sincerely, | e )
Rob Simrnans

Member of Congress

Second District, Connecticut
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